[Psychological states and personality as factors in the morbidity of head and neck malignant tumors].
Many publications have repeatedly indicated that there seems to be a correlation between neoplastic disease and certain types of psychological situations. However, such studies subjected malignant tumors in head and neck region are scanty so far. We applied Cornell Medical Index Health Questionnaire (CMI) and Maudsley Personality Inventory (MPI) to collect medical and psychiatric data from 86 patients (56 males and 30 females) with head and neck malignant tumors and 115 control patients (73 males and 42 females) with head and neck diseases other than malignant tumors. Analysis of CMI data using Diagnostic Sheet, Fukamachi's method and Modification of Abe's method, and analysis of each of Extroversion-Introversion scale scores, Neuroticism scale scores and Lie scale scores of MPI led the following conclusion. 1) Both male and female patients with head and neck malignant tumors showed to be more depressive than their control patients were. Especially, between the two patient groups in males, there was a statistically significant (p less than 0.05) difference. 2) Regarding neurosis, autonomic nerve dysfunctioning and extroversion-introversion, none of these factors seemed to be related with the morbidity of head and neck malignant tumors. Further exploration of this issue, with a special attention to the relationship between depression and head and neck malignancy should be conducted, if possibly, from a prospective point of view.